
Committee: Student Union/BOE Meeting 

 
Date: 11/12/2019 

 
Present at meeting 

 HHS Student Union, Lou Adipietro, Valerie Henning-Piedmonte, Melissa Szymanski, Rob 
McCann, Peter Scotch, Alison Andrus 

 
Key topics and discussion points 

 Youth Needs Assessment Survey (YNAS) 
 Dr. Henning-Piedmonte led a discussion based on the findings of the YNAS.  

 The survey was prepared by the Student Assistance Services for the Hastings 
School District and The Hastings W.A.Y. Coalition and was administered last 
spring. 

 The survey is administered to 8th, 10th and 12th graders every two years. 
 The survey was mostly taken in the cafeteria during health class. 

 Dr. Henning-Piedmonte asked the students if the findings of the survey were reflective 
of the truth as they have seen it. She went slide by slide through the survey’s results, 
and the students weighed in on the results. 

 
 Students’ responses to the survey’s results 

 While some students concurred with the results, others were uncertain or did not share 

their opinions.  
 Students may not have known how the YNAS was to be used, which could have 

impacted the seriousness with which some students answered. This could have skewed 
the results a bit. Most, however, felt the results were not far from the reality they 
encounter. 

 The high percentages for drinking, vaping, and smoking marijuana do not reflect well on 
the student body. 

 Students largely perceive marijuana as not harmful and, therefore, think it is better to 
smoke than to drink. The data backs up this belief as alcohol use is a bit lower than 
marijuana. 

 Some students feel the numbers of those using e-cigarettes is actually higher than 
recorded as they are very popular. However, it could be that some people are not 
starting to vape because of the dangerous effects now in the news. Meanwhile, those 
who started a while ago are continuing to smoke. 

 Some students feel there is a glorification of drugs and alcohol. 
 Some people feel there has been a normalization of drugs and alcohol as many parents 

permit their children to go to PADJ, think PADJ is safe because their children are with 
friends who will look after them, and feel the area is safe as children are not driving. 

 
Proposed next steps 

 Continue to discuss the YNAS, create alternatives to PADJ, consider ways to engage the 
community in further discussions about PADJ. 

 

Questions for the board to consider/discuss at upcoming BOE meeting 
 Question 



 


